History of the Pelly Farm 


Condensed version 1901 - 1979 


=OHLARPAM 


or 
<a 
a) 
O 
n 


2AM 
5853 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/historyofpellyfa0Ounse 


y) 5) 


—— 


History of the Pelly Farm 
Condensed version 1901 = 1979 


To clarify between the names Pelly Farm and Pelly River Ranchs 
apparently from 1901 until 1954 it was knowm as the Pelly Farm and 
in fact many people still refer to it eas euch — especially the 
locals and old-timers, Being unaware of this fact when the Bradlcys 


came in 1954 they called it Pelly River Fanch,. 


One Edward Menard, a logger, made the first purchese transaction 
POY sa enenCeleOls cUOseCrees1OY termine purposes ons July 22nd, 1901. 
The initial price was.$> an acre... It seems that during the trans- 
action the government became awere of the fact that this parcel of 
dana was near the new governnent road, w.ich is known today as the 
ole Dawson Trail and runs behing our cou aS BAS cae eer een acs if 
the govermmentthought Edward Menarcghad a partner by the name of Hr, George 
Grenier who apparently was both a farmer and fexrily man. These two 
men, lL beitevce, owned the fari; from 1901 until 1915 although I have 
found some records which indicate that Menard was employed as a 
telesravh operator in Fort Selkirk some tine between 1910 and 191/;,. 
In August 1978, we had the pleesure of mecting the Gaughter and 
Bvendchn lezen Oterercy wright, .ho is the stepson of the Gretinicr. 
PepsareLOuvISitetnealri, NUS in Scerborougn Maine to interview and 
TapeetvemiietcuysOue luc cra iirst — hand, If it were not for then, 
the beginnings of the farm would be little more then supposition, 
@leanec from official government records. How much reality, hecrt- 
ache, success anc failure, to say nothing of scenes of everyday lice, 
Can one find ine piece of pap r? “I cen honestly scy that, without 


Percy's co-operation, these pegcs would be inceec lost to hi:tory. 


On the lower end of our flat there is an 01d cabin still stanc- 
ing Witcuenesvei eve vO be Lie Originals thilt in 1901. The’ cabin 
sits in an alcove of big cottonwood and spruce; the sod roof is 
covercee Wien a vervellous array of wild flovers and a few willov 
saplings. Whenever the sun is out, the cabin is built in such a 
f2snion thawmonGenpan: Of the roof is alwets it shatow and the other 
pant 16 2ive seinecun. t's a building which raciatts of peace and 
Olc?) titGbemereor usepCe tt Oleit as “piving off fcod vibrations". 

Ye have done some maintenance over the years but it is duc for 
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yet another new pole anc sod rocf again, 


In 1915, Frank Chapman and Pete Olsen bought the firm, They dic 
most of the clearing ana breaking of the land and setting it up as 
a farm. They wintered horses and raisec shorthorn cattle. Also, 
they brought in a hand fed thrasiing machine, a stea: engine and var- 
lous horse drawn equipmu:nt; also a roller mill, It's very obvious 
that they grew hay to feed the livestock. They were successful with 
Grain too, and ground their wheat into flour’ hich was sold for huszan 


beings es well ac for dog feed. 


When the farm first started, it was mainly used as a rest and 
rehabilitation center for stagecoéech horses and seological survey 
horsese In fact, all use ovners have boardec horses - even after the 
government went out of th: horse business, Tocay, helicovters are 
the phantom horses of the psst, and they serve forestry anc mining 
outfits from our chopper pad. 

The Bradley brothirs heave worked the furm with horses end 
horse-dravm equipment btrournt in by previous owners for a good nunber 
of years. Things they used were a binder, a hey mower, a hay rake 
enGa breekingrplom, guin NeG0,0/a® 1OLh2) Ford tractor was brought up, 
which we still use. We cot our forage harvester which is socond 
hane — of unknown ege ini966. The 62) Ford tractor was brought up, 
fromerornteats John S97 Vee vecethrachatd thve machine whose vin- 
tage is somerhere around 1928 trought up by J.C. Wilkenson. Most 


of its repairs heve been mere imnrovis: tions over the years. 


It is known that Pete Olsen is buried in the Military Cemetery 
at) Fort Selmi, Sotory has ite that. Olsen’ s-heirs sent’in an outsice 
lewyer toVsetvles his) estate and; in’coing so),° Chapman was’ financially 


broken nce neavese sorcec to return’ tor thes'States. 


George and May Fairclough bought the Pelly Farm in 1927. 
Unfortunatley George passed away recently. George freightcc on the 
river anc was in the wood businese: he also wintered government 
horses. He sawec lumber off our land and built the house and cabin 
we are’ now in, as well ae some orhyer_hulicings we stilluss, The 
house 160, see mebeof Oss. Livin room, cining room, kitchen, 
bathroom, and utility room, as well as a secon: utility roon we 
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In 1940, the Fairclouyvhs sold out to J.C. Vilkenson end family, 
It is very interesting to note thzt cach of the owners before us 
thought he hac three homestcads of 160 acres each, plus a 400-acre 
land grant thst Chapman and Olsen got for some work done for the 
government, When we bought in 1954, we wanted to sce a clcar title; 
we founda thet only one homestead was proved up anc there was no record 
of the 400 = acre Jena grint.. The story was that .all.the-trens- 
actions had been written on Trensfer of Mining Cla+m forms and these 
had either been destroyed in Dawson or lost when the capital vas 
shifted to Whitehorse in 1953. J.C. Wilkenson had to get a special 
"Order in Council" from Ottawa to buy the land that was actually 
being usec as the farm in 1954 - some 337 acres. This encompesces 
only our fields. Land that has been used for grazing horses and cattle 
fovethemoes ce cere Sasti i lnotenart ot the «form. 


Wilkenson brou,ht in some machinery, mainly haying equipment, 
anc she harvested quite eae bit of grain. At one timc he had pigs as well 
as cows, In addition, thc whole family were trappers - end very good 
trappers. Many of you know the nemes of Jared, Edcie and Ethel Wil- 
kenson, It is well known how capable the Vilkensons were in the great 
outdoors ane much of their livwiihood came from trapping, Not very 


romantic or glamorous — just damn cold, hard work. 


How did the Bredleys ever get involved with the Pelly River Ranch? 
Hugh was a stucent at the University of Alberta, working on his 
Bachelor of Science degrec in field crops. Dick had completed his 
courses at the Olds Agricultural College -- no dummics these guys! 
During the summer of 52/53, Hugh was esiployedc at the experimental 
ferm near Haines Junction (mile 1019 Alaska Highway). In the course 
of his employment, he came to the Pelly Farm to check out the exper- 
imental plots anc got to know the J.C. Wilkenson family. Apparently, 
after a timc Mr. Wilkenson decided to sell out and he approachec 
Hugh, who in turn approachec two friends anc of course his brother 
Dick. Dick arrived first, On April 17th 1954; since Hugh was fin- 
ishing up his decree, he arrived June hth 1954. One of the pertners 
soon went on to what he felt was bigger and better things, whilc the 


cther partner is still a silent member over 25 years later. 
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Vhen pyenetl cys set up the fern, they had $2.53 bcetwecn then 
anc no known income. They started out with one sow and a boar and 
Praised pigs anc sold milk to pay for their grocories for about 5 
years until they cot their herd of cows built up, 


Hugh has been keeping daily weether records of our immediate 
area for 25 years, Usually on wash cays I ask him whet is in store 


weatherwise: his only answer is that "Yup, we're bound to have some", 


What do we do down on the farm? Primarily, we are occupied in 
the endeavor to reise cattle. We have raised only the Wercford 
breed: we like to winter very few more than 50 because of the feed 
situation, but in the spring cf course we have 20 = odd calves. In 
the fall we generally butcher anywhere from 15 on up of young stock; 
usually tiey have been born in, say, the epring of 1979 and will be 
butchered in the fall of 1980. This meat we Go sell locally, mostly 


in Pelly Crossing, Stewart Crossing, Mayo and Whitehorse. Other 


produce we sell are, of course, eggs and potatoes; many of the locals 
come:-in and are quite willing to take what we call "bin -— run" at a 


reduced price. 


fe raise about 200 chickens and every second spring we go into 
Vhitehorse and meet a plane which has our dey-olec chicks on board; 
these chicks have not hac anything to cat or crink, so it's just a 
sort-of fly-in, pick up the chicks and fly home trip. Of course, 
wi thaour Oldarruckh > iteisn’ tvactually a "flying" trip — one way is 


generally a ten hour haul. 


I'm into raising raboits. These are reisec primarily for 
their meat, much as I hate to sdmit th-t. I have tannec prime hides 


with an alum recipe and have cold them locally for trim. 


My first impression of the farm was very, very, negative. lio 
red painted barns, no silos, and a house with no paint, to say nothing 
of the fectthate there were no curtains!” There were and are a couple 
of junkyerds but only in my ignorance did I label them as such. I 
an aware now that the Pelly River Ranch could not function without 
these "junkyards",; they hold mass treasures of steel, wire, wooc, 
ola machincry and so on from which each and every repair can be 
improvisec. Because of the time and cxpense, we seldom buy new re~ 


pairs unless absolutely necessarye 


; i 1} y - AD ie 


bit, OY, Sn, crn 

+ be : af of a dl - 
r 0g ia ecad) ‘Oita Pay Gao | Aad i) tap 
R doveyelig nin ta TO>' are\ a Pacts 


ott #2 FO". dana’ 10 bine 


pent) aad | 
oe A id es 


ay 7 Soden » ae 


otFiod 
te get 7a Bath 

2739 - ’ 4 hone 

i ae fest onedtvein sa ed 


ay Coa me iad dane ay J 
inne Zhe | i oey oe £ ne 


Ae eanng-: ‘ub? ' 7 ye 
, iT <a oe a 
\w@ ee n> yas Dn. ete ae ~ 
ee Deer a o 
mets! cfpie, we a Baek Y 
fT) a ; * 
an 
7 


= ¥Toty Dh hae niite 6 a. 


.f re or a a ig 7 - 
ie ie ' b> TN ana Ley a ra 7 ue y 
uy : 


7 OF jehiuie Beat eye 


— 
Lo 


| 


(°9V 250 BEAR. os 
un no Py STOR | ‘ew 

bY Hom! oy baie be ei 

. Bus AL y bh ay. era ity 


LEeoo 


ai ; ) Page Five ) ‘ 


This year to date, Iohavercanwed.505, jars of varicus food pro- 
ducts — firstly salmon we have talen out of ther rivers; seconcly, 
provably, producc out of the gzarcéen such as beets, beans, peas, 
Carrots, and rhubarb. I wes lucky ecnough the lest two yeers to get 
fruit in case lots to can. Also, we pick things like raspberrics, 


bleck currants and cranberries end make jans, jellics and preserves. 


As a centicnnial project in 1967, the men built ae 32 = nile 
bush road *from Pelly Crossing on our side ofthe river. Prior to 
this, they drove in 26 miles from Minto and then freisghted every 
thing across the Pelly. No mean trick when you con't have a notor. 
To this day, we only buy groccries once a year, usually in November, 


ond it's difficult enough even now. 


The farm is situated six miles from the junction of the Yukon 
ana Pelly Rivers. Almost evcryone knows where Fort Selkirk is. 
Well, we're only a spit an’ a holler up the Pelly valley! We have 
Boe ee eOeacressao1 Thich over 200 are under cultivation, Because 


of the number of livestock, we also have grazing lcases. 


The cows ere put out on range in mid-May and come home in 
September when the pasture has frosted off, We leave salt blocks 
in various places for them and usually check on them quite reguiarly- 
especially curing hunting season forfthet, inetne excicoment of 
secing a large anisial moving in the bush, one may forget that moose 


do not have white faccs! 


Many of the calves are born out on range,.althouzh we try, and 
wish the bull would co-operate, to have our cows calving in March 
anc April before moving them out. We keep our milking stock at 


home with a couple of calves and other cows for company. 


In winter, the milk cows anc any late-born calves, plus the bull 
have a stanchion in the barn. The bull getSthe most attention be- 
cause we can not afford to have his accoutrements frost bitten! 

Some younger calves winter in the hen house, which serves a dual 
purpose in keeping both them anc the chickens warm, The balance of 
our herd stay in corrals and have drive sheds of a sort in which they 
go when it's very cold. Ve are convinced that no breed but the 


Hereford can come through a Yukon winter in such good shape. 
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Rether then putting up hay, which the men did intially, we now 
put down silage. Im a big pit, all the hay, broome grass, weeds, and 
anything that's green and grows is cut with a forage harvester and 
load upon load is put into this pit and tranped throughly. We must 
have at least 178 loads — each load representing about a ton - to 
see us through a winter, It has a marvellous aroma, much like a brev- 
ery, and is steamy - warm when it is fed in the winter. During the 
winter months, vitamin A is given every Sunday. Grain, primarily 
oats, is fed to the milk stock and other enimals which show need of 
it. The livestock get cat bundles in-between londs of silage. The 
cattle are watered twice a day; the men cut a hole in the ice and 


this is kept open. 


Our chickensforage mainly during the summer but still get a ration 
of oats that the men have ground, plus the troughs of surplus milk, 
Naturally, they are housed curing the winter and their rations and 


oyster shells are increasec. 


My breeding rabbits are kept in the root cellar with our vege-~ 
tables and the machinery the men are overhauling. In severe veather 
a barrel hezter is kept going. I feed a few pellets but mostly 


groune oats and oet bundles — the rabbits love the strav. 


I have two large gardens — Unless the cut worzs get us, our 
gercens are always a big success, The cut wserms are another matter, 
These entmics do the greatest damage juct as the seeds are gernin- 
ating, sinerunfortunate aspects Jol these wcreatures 1s thet, after 
they are cone with their damage, it is often too late to replant 


slow growing or long secson plants and expect them to mature. 


My summer garden contains peas, beans, bects, lettuce, onions, 
garlic, carrots, kola rabi, swiss chard, endives, herbs and sun- 
flowers. In the winter one, there are parsnips,. potatoes, cabbage, 
cauliflower, brocooli, most mustard plants, extra beets anc carrots, 
Also we have rhubarb, strawberries and raspberries, In the fields 
we grow mainly oats, the type being Rodney and Harman, In the 
past we heve tried Victory, but this docs not give as yood a yield; 
Albeit docs not give as GooG a quclivty of feed as Rodney. For 


wheat, we grow Park, The Garnct variety was quite successful but 
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ae 
but we cannot cect the*now ac At ic an old varicty and not popularly 
Grown these days. In one ficld we grow antclope rye vhich is used 
as late fall and ecrly spring pasture, or a cut of hay can be 
taken off, or it can be ripened for seed. This year our stand of 


rye was 6 ~ 7 feet high. 


For many yeers experimental plote of whezt, oats and barlcy have 
been grown for the former experimental farm at 1019 on the Alaska 


Highway and now for Experimental Farm at Beaverlocge in Alberta. 


As we say: we have never got rich, but we sure have a good 


life being poor. 


Thank -— you, 


Pam: 92 
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